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Congratulations to Matt Hatkoff on his successful dissertation defense on June 1, 2012. Matt's
dissertation is titled "Roles of the Chaperone/Usher Pathways of Yersinia pestis in Interactions with Host
Cells and Virulence". Matt will continue to work in David Thanassi's lab for a short period before beginning a
postdoctoral position with Ken Bradley at UCLA.

Chunling Wang presented her dissertation seminar, "Functional Analysis of the Roles of Poliovirus Protein
2C*™es¢ in Viral RNA Replication and Encapsidation Using Alanine Scanning Mutagenesis and Yeast Two
Hybrid Analysis”, on June 19, 2012. Chunling will continue her research as a postdoctoral fellow in Eckard
Wimmer's laboratory.

Fall August 27 - November 23
Winter November 26 - February 8
Spring February 11 - May 20



Congratulations to Eckard Wimmer for having been elected to membership in the National Academies of
Science. This great honor is in recognition of his distinguished research career and his scientific
contributions.

Amy Kullas will defend her dissertation on Tuesday December 11 at 10:30 AM in Life Sciences room 038.

Kai Wu will defend his dissertation on Thursday, November 29 at 10:00 AM.

The 34™ annual Department of Molecular Genetics & Microbiology retreat will be held on Friday October
5™ at the Port Jefferson Village Center. All graduate students working in MGM labs are encouraged to
present a poster at the refreat.

The 6™ annual Institute of Chemical Biology & Drug Discovery symposium, “Frontiers in Chemical Biology
and Drug Discovery” will be held on Friday October 12™ at the Charles B. Wang Center. The list of speakers
may be found at http://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/icbdd/.




